
Minutes

ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING AND REGENERATION 
SELECT COMMITTEE

16 February 2022

Meeting held at Committee Room 5 - Civic Centre, 
High Street, Uxbridge

Committee Members Present: 
Councillors Wayne Bridges (Chairman)
Alan Chapman (Vice-Chairman)
Allan Kauffman
Alan Deville
Scott Farley (Opposition Lead)
Janet Gardner

LBH Officers Present: 
Dan Kennedy, Corporate Director - Planning, Environment, Education and Community 
Services
James Rodger, Deputy Director of Planning and Regeneration
Mark Billings, Head of Housing Options, Homelessness & Standards
Julia Johnson, Interim Head of Strategic Planning
Debby Weller, Housing Policy and Strategy Manager
Neil Fraser, Democratic Services Officer

61.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  (Agenda Item 1)

Apologies were received from Councillor Brightman.

62.    DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN MATTERS COMING BEFORE THIS MEETING  
(Agenda Item 2)

None.

63.    TO CONFIRM THAT ALL ITEMS MARKED PART 1 WILL BE CONSIDERED IN 
PUBLIC AND THAT ANY ITEMS MARKED PART 2 WILL BE CONSIDERED IN 
PRIVATE  (Agenda Item 3)

It was confirmed that all items would be considered in public.

64.    TO AGREE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  (Agenda Item 4)

Regarding minute 60, detailing the Committee’s request for the forthcoming item on 
regenerating high streets to include a section on public safety, the clerk advised that 
the topic of safety was under the remit of the Public Safety and Transport Select 
Committee. Members were advised that, if so minded, they could approach the 
Chairman of that Committee to request that the item be considered for inclusion on its 
Work Programme.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2022 be 



approved as a correct record.

65.    CIL EXPENDITURE MONITORING - ANNUAL REPORT  (Agenda Item 5)

Julia Johnson - Interim Head of Strategic Planning, and James Rodger - Deputy 
Director of Planning and Regeneration, presented the annual CIL Expenditure report.

The report was summarised, with the guidance on what CIL monies could be used for, 
the collection and use of funds within 2020/21, and future updates to the service’s 
monitoring system all highlighted. The split between funds used for strategic projects 
versus community projects (i.e. Chrysalis) was detailed, together with how the Council 
consulted residents on the use of the funds. All monies collected were being spent in 
full. A new data processing officer had been employed, with a start date of 15 March 
2022.

In response to queries from the Committee, the Infrastructure Funding Statement, 
attached as an appendix to the report, was confirmed as a statutory report that was 
required to be published annually. While the report included details of how CIL funds 
were collected, and the projects those funds were spent on, it was not required to 
provide detail on which development projects the funds were received from. It was 
requested that the clerk review whether there were any further reports available that 
showed this level of detail.

With regard to the developing West Drayton Leisure Centre project, officers confirmed 
that CIL spend on the project so far related to planning process/administration costs.

Regarding the new database, currently being designed and populated, officers advised 
that this had the potential to be publicly accessible, though would be reviewed once the 
database was completed.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.

66.    EMPTY PROPERTIES  (Agenda Item 6)

Mark Billings - Head of Housing Options, Homelessness & Standards, and Debby 
Weller - Housing Policy and Strategy Manager introduced a report providing 
information on empty homes within the Borough.

The report was summarised, with current figures for empty properties, how Hillingdon 
applied incentives to fill these properties by way of increased tax, and how the Council 
was looking to update its strategy to further address the issue, all highlighted. A review 
of how other London authorities were addressing the issue within their own boroughs 
would also be used to inform Hillingdon’s updated strategy.

Officers advised that the ability for the Council to repair damaged homes and bring 
them back into use was at times complicated by insurance claims, together with the 
significant level of disrepair seen at some properties (e.g., fire damage)., The Council 
was focussing on addressing void council homes, and the average time homes were 
unoccupied was seen to be reducing. It was likely that some empty homes in the 
private sector were due to absent, foreign and other investors.

With regard to the 935 empty properties referenced within the report, these were 
confirmed as being both Council tenanted and private properties. On the matter of 
second homes, Hillingdon did not currently apply a Council tax premium or discount to 



home owners.

It was requested that officers seek to provide further detail on the average time taken to 
bring empty properties back into use, data on how much Council tax was 
collected/missed from such properties, and a breakdown of the location and type of 
properties currently empty. It was understood that the request was dependant on the 
data being available and permissible for sharing.

The Committee suggested that addressing empty properties within Hillingdon be noted 
as a potential topic for a future Scrutiny Review.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.

67.    CABINET FORWARD PLAN  (Agenda Item 7)

Consideration was given to Cabinet’s Forward Plan, and it was:

RESOLVED: That the Cabinet Forward Plan be noted.

68.    WORK PROGRAMME  (Agenda Item 8)

Consideration was given to the Committee’s Work Programme and it was:

RESOLVED: That the Work Programme be noted.

The meeting, which commenced at 7.00 pm, closed at 7.36 pm.

These are the minutes of the above meeting.  For more information on any of the 
resolutions please contact Neil Fraser on 01895 250692.  Circulation of these minutes 
is to Councillors, Officers, the Press and Members of the Public.


